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Showcase Luncheon 
Kate Honea, Principal Dancer, 
"Sarasota's Ballerina” 
Monday, December 3, 2018, Bird 
Key Yacht Club, 11:30 AM 

Showcase Luncheon 
“Our Dancers—The Boys From 
Brazil” 
Monday, February 11, 2019,  Bird 
Key Yacht Club, 11:30 AM 

Carnival at Mardi Gras 
Monday, February 25, 2019, The 
Boathouse at the Hyatt Regency, 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

“Spring Fling” 
Sunday, March 31, 2019, The 
Sarasota Garden Club, 4:00 PM – 
6:30 PM 

Showcase Luncheon 
Margaret Barbieri, Assistant 
Director, The Sarasota Ballet, 
"Giselle: Setting An Iconic Work” 
Monday, April 15, 2019, Michael’s 
On East, 11:30 AM 

November 2018 

Talking Pointes 
Jane Sheridan, Editor   


508.367.4949    jes02655@comcast.net   

From the Desk of the President 
Richard March 941.343.7117 
rjmhkm@aol.com 

Did you enjoy the opening performance by The Sarasota 
Ballet as much as I did? I certainly hope so! The style of the 
individual selections – from traditional to quite modern – 
was simply incredible. It highlighted the skill and diversity of 
our dancers. Several of the new members of the Company 
were very impressive. As we look forward to a great Season, it 
will be exciting to watch these new dancers as they develop. 

The long-term success of the Ballet depends on introducing a 
new generation to this wonderful art form. As a Friend of The 
Sarasota Ballet, you can help cultivate a younger audience. 
Think about bringing a child, grandchild, friend or neighbor 
to a performance. Whether or not they live in Sarasota, the 
dance community as a whole benefits from new fans.  

One of our goals this year has been to increase our 
membership.  We have had good success, with over 70 new 
Friends in 2018. We would very much like to add many more. 
You can help by introducing your ballet friends to the 
Friends! The excellent programs this Season are a wonderful 
opportunity to introduce people to our organization. I hope 
that you will bring a guest to one of these events and 
encourage them to become a Friend.  

The Ballet Gala is covered elsewhere in this newsletter.  I 
would like to point out that this is the only fundraising event 
that the Ballet has to support their performances.  Please 
come if you possibly can and support our amazing Company. 
It will be a night to remember. 

Events Chair Donna Maytham 
would like to offer her special 
thanks to the Events 
Committee who organized 
Meet Me at The Barre, as well 
as the many volunteers who 
made the evening such a success. 
(See article page 2.)  
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From the Desk of the Events Coordinator * 
Donna Maytham 941.351.5361 
pavlova03@comcast.net  

Meet Me at the Barre * 
Oh, what a night! Following champagne in the 
lobby, Donna Maytham welcomed the 
approximately 100 Friends and guests who filled 
the Mertz Theatre at the FSU Center for the 
Performing Arts. She then introduced Iain 
Webb, Director of The Sarasota Ballet. Iain 
acknowledged the importance of the Friends to 
the success of the Ballet. He pointed out that last 
Season, Friends worked over 5,000 volunteer 
hours in activities including Dancers Suppers, 
Will Call, Backstage Tours and DNG, among 
other areas.  

After thanking the Friends, Iain introduced the 
2018-2019 dancers – 45 in the Company 
including 8 apprentices, and the 14 members of 
the studio company. They took the stage after he 
first presented the artistic, administrative and 
technical staff who support the magic we see on 
stage. 

Following the presentation, everyone adjourned 
to the mezzanine for more champagne and a 
fabulous buffet. Guests were able to chat with 
the dancers – an opportunity that we all 
thoroughly enjoyed. Everyone was in high spirits 
and enjoyed watching the dancers devour the 
sushi and cookies, which seemed to be their 
favorite parts of the buffet! 

The tables were decorated with beautiful floral 
arrangements that were donated by the law firm 
of Shapiro, Goldman, Balboni and Walsh. 
We heard many dancers and guests comment 
about how beautiful the room looked. They also 

said that this was the most exciting MMATB in 
years. 

We would like to acknowledge the generosity of 
those who made the evening possible: 

Donors: Richard and Helen March and 
Donna Maytham 
Event Sponsors: Peggy Abt, Stefan Baron, 
Barbara Jacob and Waldron Kraemer 
Patrons: Carol Arscott, Richard Johnson, 
Phyllis Schaen, Barbara Staton, Virginia 
Tashian, Lauren Walsh and Kim Wheeler 

Due to space limitations, we cannot individually 
thank the 21 Friends who sponsored dancers. 
However, a very special thanks goes to Barbara 
Epperson who supported three dancers and to 
Marilyn Sellman and Barbara Jacob who 
each sponsored two. 
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November Showcase Luncheon ** 

Oh what a day! Not only was the view stunning from 
Bird Key Yacht Club, the sell-out crowd was stunned 
to learn what it takes to put on a “Season of 
Tributes.” In an engaging and informative talk, 
Iain Webb, Director of The Sarasota Ballet took 
us through the Season’s theme and more. 

In his 12th year, Iain talked about his pride and 
confidence in the Company but also described the 
process as “a bit of a nightmare.” The “nightmare” 
stems from the challenge of putting on programs of 
increasingly difficult work, as well as the actual 
process of staging ballets. 

There is no written formula on how one puts 
together programs. The concept of the 2018-2019 
Season reflected the 30th and 35th anniversaries of 
the passing of Sir Frederick Ashton and George 
Balanchine, respectively. In addition, it is the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Jerome Robbins. There 
were other anniversaries of note that fueled the 
creative spirit for the Season. 
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2018 - 2019 A Season of Tributes 

VICTORIAN WINTERS (Program 3)  
14 - 15 December 2018  
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall 
performed with Live Music 
Sir Frederick Ashton's  LES 
PATINEURS   
Sir Frederick Ashton's  ENIGMA 
VARIATIONS   
George Balanchine's DIAMONDS  

TRANSCENDING MOVEMENT 
(Program 4)  
25 - 28 January 2019  
FSU Center for the Performing Arts 
David Bintley's   
FOUR SCOTTISH DANCES  
Sir Frederick Ashton's   
MEDITATION FROM THAÏS  
Ricardo Graziano   
WORLD PREMIERE 
Sir Frederick Ashton's VARII 
CAPRICCI (company premiere) 

The Sarasota Ballet Presents Martha 
Graham Dance Company (Program 5)  
15 - 17 February 2019  
FSU Center for the Performing Arts 
“one of the great dance companies of the 
world”  - The New York Times 
“one of the seven wonders of the artistic 
universe” - The Washington Post. 

POETRY AND LIBERTY (Program 6)  
8 - 9 March 2019 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall  
performed with Live Music 
Sir Frederick Ashton's  APPARITIONS 
(company premiere)  
George Balanchine's STARS AND 
STRIPES  

GISELLE (Program 7)  
26 - 27 April 2019  
Sarasota Opera House 
performed with Live Music 
Production and Choreography by Sir 
Peter Wright 

Tickets to all performances are now on sale 
on the website at www.sarasotaballet.org or 
by calling the Box Office at 941.359.0099. 

http://www.sarasotaballet.org
http://www.sarasotaballet.org


November Showcase Luncheon (cont’d) 
In December, the Company will be performing 
“Enigma Variations” which some have described 
as the “Downton Abbey” of the ballet world. This 
ballet was choreographed on The Royal Ballet in 
1968 and was later staged by Birmingham Royal 
Ballet and The Sarasota Ballet. On its 50th 
anniversary, our Company is the only one paying 
tribute to this classic. 

After putting the Season in context, Iain went on to 
describe the complexity of actually staging ballets. 
Once a draft program is developed, it is necessary to 
reach out to the people who own the rights to the 
individual components. Every aspect of a ballet is 
subject to licensing – choreography, costumes, sets 
and often, music. Different people may hold the 
license for each component. 

In the past, choreography has been licensed for 3 
years, although today approximately 50% of ballets 
can now be licensed for 5 years. This makes the 
financial investment more attractive. Once the rights 
to choreography are approved, he then works with 
the license holders for costumes and sets.  
Often, we use costumes and sets that are owned by 
the licensor. However, as we begin to have 5-year 
licenses on choreography, it becomes more viable to 
buy or make our own costumes. If we do this, the 
rights owner must approve the final design. Iain 
shared his view on the importance of history and 
making certain that pieces survive – although at 
times, he agrees that some costumes do need some 
modifications. 

Iain went on to describe the complexities involved in 
staging Ashton’s “Varii Capricci.” Suffice it to 
say, it was fascinating.  

With respect to our dancers, a guest asked about the 
large number of first-season members who were 
introduced at Meet Me at the Barre. Iain pointed 
out that a few dancers decided not to return late in 
the process. So, auditions were advertised and over 
600 applicants replied. Although the Company size 
remains at 37 dancers and eight apprentices (the 
studio company size increased by five), Iain 
described how challenging the auditioning process 
is. In two hours, each dancer is evaluated on 
technique, the quality of dance and personality. Will 
they fit in the Company?  
In response to other questions, Iain told several 
anecdotes about things that go wrong on stage (that 
the audience never notices); how he “watches” 
performances from the back of the theater; 
costumes; and the new, state of the art studios in the 
Rosemary District which are scheduled to be opened 
in January. 

Before the meal, Richard March, President of 
the Friends, introduced the members of the Board 
of The Sarasota Ballet in attendance. He also 
thanked Friend and TSB Board Member Pat 
Golemme who generously sponsored this 
luncheon. He also acknowledged Lauren Walsh 
who donated the beautiful flowers that graced every 
table.  

As you may remember, the Mission Statement of 
FSB is to support the performances and programs of 
The Sarasota Ballet through advocacy, fundraising 
and volunteering. Our fundraising mission was 
fulfilled at the end of the program when Richard 
presented Iain with a check for $15,000 from 
the Friends.  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November Showcase Luncheon (cont’d) 
It was clear that Iain was not expecting this 
donation. He thanked us profusely but he wanted to 
stress another point. As much as the financial 
support was appreciated, he is even more thankful 
for the 5,000 plus volunteer hours that Friends 
worked last year. Anyone who has a Human 
Resources background understands that this is the 
equivalent of 2.5 full time employees. Pretty 
amazing, isn’t it? 

I wish I could do a better job of capturing the flavor 
of Iain’s entertaining and informative 45-minute 
talk. He never disappoints! 

** Photos by Shirley Blair 

Pointe of Fact 
The Sarasota Ballet has 37 dancers, eight 
apprentices and 14 members of the studio company. 
Do you know how many countries are represented? 
Eleven! 
The largest number comes from the United States, 
with 34 dancers. Then, we have five each from 
Brazil, England and Japan. There are three Italians 
and two Canadians. Finally, there is one dancer each 
from Australia, Columbia, Guatemala, Peru and 
Taiwan. 

We truly have an international Company - right here 
in Sarasota. 

Welcome to Our New Friends 
We are pleased to introduce the most recent additions to the Friends of The Sarasota Ballet (FSB). Since the 
Source Book was published, these wonderful people have become Friends as of November 12, 2018.. 

Patron Memberships:  
Ruth A. Barker, Peter Kretzmer, William and Annette Lloyd, Merrill and Sheila Wynne, and Michael 
Zuckerberg 

Sustaining Memberships:  
Mary McGrath, Paul and Karen Morton, Sue Shepard and Donald Helgeson, Dr. Paul and Trubi Smilow, and 
Jean Weiller 

Members:  
Nancy Abrams, Cynthia T. Brasington, Beverly and Michael Budin, Barbara Chin, Lucille R. D'Armi-Riggio, 
Patricia "Dolly" Delvecchio, Sharon Erickson, Yvette Fishman, Audrey Heimler, Carl and Anne Hirsch, Dale 
Horwitz, Janet Jacobs, Mary Shafer Klimasiewfski, Jane Kritzer and Carol Camenaro, Alan Lenowitz, John 
Lindsey, Katherine Martucci, Barbara Mask, Nicolla Newall, John Pascale, Diane Paver, Pam Reiter, Cheryl G. 
and Dennis Schiavone, Carol M. and Tom Smith, and Florence Wildner  

As you know, we are in the midst of a drive to increase membership levels to a long-term, sustainable level. 
Since we started this effort in October, we are thrilled to have 45 new members. In addition, 30 people became 
Friends since the first of the year, bringing total membership to 336. We need your help to continue to grow! 

Please introduce yourself to our newest Friends if you see them at the next Showcase Luncheon, special event 
or at the Ballet. We look forward to their becoming active members of FSB – sharing the passion for our 
wonderful Company. 
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Sunday, 
January 6, 

2019, 

5:00 PM 

Sarasota Opera 
House 

The gala 
performance is 

generously 
underwritten 

by 
Bud and Betty 

Shapiro 
 

Chairs:  
Audrey Robbins, Katherine Martucci and Jean Volpe 

Committee (to date): 
Isabel Becker   *   Paul Cantor   *   Lynda Doery   *   Renee Hamad   *   Martha Harrison   *   Gigi Huberman 
Teresa Lee   *   Richard March   *   Peter Miller   *   Julie Milton   *   Mercedita OConnor   *   Paige Petersen 

Micki Sellman   *   Charlie Ann Syprett 

An exhilarating evening of world class ballet, guest artists and fine dining, this year’s Gala will honor 
Hillary Steele for her longtime commitment to The Sarasota Ballet.  

This intricately planned event will begin with a one-of-a-kind performance at the Sarasota Opera 
House*, followed by an exquisite meal catered by Michael’s on East with additional surprise 
entertainment. This year’s Gala promises to be a truly memorable evening and we sincerely hope to see 
you there! 
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Featuring: Susan Graham, Marcelo Gomes, Guest Artists and The Sarasota Ballet 

 

Gala Performance 
 5:00 PM 
 
Cocktails, hors d'oeuvres and an Elegant Tented Dinner immediately following the performance located outside the 
Sarasota Opera House on Pineapple Avenue.  
7:00 PM 
 
*Valet provided 
 
TICKETS 
 
Premier Table Sponsor (includes 10 tickets with premier seating) – $10,000 
Table Sponsor (includes 8 tickets with general seating) – $5,000 
Premier Gala Patron Ticket (premier seating) – $750 
Gala Patron Ticket (general seating) – $500 
 
To reserve your ticket please contact, Lauren Stroman, Development Officer at 941.225.6510 
or lstroman@sarasotaballet.org 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Tributes Are Here 

In a “Season of Tributes,” you will be able to pay 
tribute to someone meaningful in your life – 
recognize a favorite dancer; honor a friend or family 
member on a special occasion; or remember 
someone who has passed away. Starting with the 
January edition of “Talking Pointes,” you will be able 
to do just that! 

In addition to the name of the honoree and your 
name, individual tributes will be limited to 30 words. 
A minimum donation to The Friends of The Sarasota 
Ballet in the amount of $25 is required. 

You may submit your text by email to 
jes02655@comcast.net or by phone to Jane Sheridan 
at 508.367.4949. Please include your name, address 
and phone number with your submission. You will be 
contacted by Jane or our Treasurer, Elaine Foster, to 
arrange for your donation. 

Submission dates for the 2018-2019 season are: 

December 14, 2018 
February 15, 2019 
March 29, 2019 
For further information, please contact our editor, 
Jane Sheridan.

Tributes 

I would like to honor Richard March 
and Donna Maytham for their tireless 
work on behalf of the Friends of The 
Sarasota Ballet – increasing 
membership, sponsoring events and 
creating a collaborative environment. 

Jane Sheridan 

Save the Date - “Carnival at 
Mardi Gras” 
Monday, February 25, 2019 
5:30 - 7:30 PM 
The Hyatt Regency Boathouse 

Our mid-winter pop-up party is set! Party hardy 
as we celebrate a New Orleans tradition with 
cocktails, festive food and live jazz music. Mix 
and mingle with Friends and dancers from The 
Sarasota Ballet. 

Full details will be in the January Newsletter. 
Tickets will be: 

Members - $85 per person 

Guests - $95  

Sponsors - $150  

Patrons - $250 

Sponsor a dancer - $70 

Laissez Les Bons Temps Rouler (let the good 
times roll)! Bring your beads. Masks will be 
available for purchase. 

A Very Special Thank You  

You may remember that in the September 
Newsletter, we asked for donations for new 
dancers. Company Manager, Ed Levesque, 
advised that all items requested have been 
provided. 

I must say a huge thank you to Lauren Walsh 
and Frank Martucci who provided many of the 
items. Their kindness and generosity is so 
appreciated by our Company and me! 

Melliss Swenson 

P.S. Thank you to Melliss who coordinated this 
project! 
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      Calendar at a Glance 
 December  2018 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 Showcase 

Luncheon 
Kate 
Honea, 
Principal 
Dancer and 
Assistant 
Ballet 
Mistress 
Bird Key 
Yacht Club  
11:30 AM 
 

 Inside the 
Studio – 
Diamonds 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
6:00 PM 

   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
     Victorian 

Winters 
Van Wezel 
Performing 
Arts Hall 
7:30 PM 
 
 
With live music 
 

Victorian 
Winters 
Van Wezel 
Performing 
Arts Hall 
2:00 PM & 
7:30 PM 
 
With live music 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
    The 

Nutcracker 
Winter 
Showcase  
Riverview 
High School 
Performing 
Arts Center 
7:00 PM 
 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
       

30 31      
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Calendar at a Glance  
January  2019  

 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 
       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
The Sarasota 
Ballet Gala 
Sarasota Opera 
House 
5:00 PM 

      

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
   Inside the 

Studio – 
World 
Premiere 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
6:00 PM 

  
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
     Transcending 

Movement 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
7:30 PM 

Transcending 
Movement 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
2:00 PM & 7:30 
PM 
 

27 28 29 30 31   
Transcending 
Movement 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
2:00 PM & 
7:30 PM 
 

Transcending 
Movement 
FSU Center for 
the Performing 
Arts 
7:30 PM 

     

       

       
 


